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Obtaining Approval

The homeowners did not have the luxury of building the modern
house they wanted inside and out. The community’s developer
implemented a design review board that was tasked with approving
all exterior architectural plans before construction could begin. The
review board’s guidelines included a requirement for all houses to have
a traditional pitched gable roof and wood siding, features not in sync
with modern design. Dynia designed a home that appears traditional on
the outside with all the modern touches inside the homeowners craved.

THE STRUCTURE IS ORIENTED
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
EVERYTHING THE NATURAL
ELEMENTS HAVE TO OFFER.
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“My job was to figure out how to capitalize on the
design schizophrenia,” Dynia says. He followed the gable
roof requirements and used both stained and unstained
cedar planks to side the house, moving between horizontal
and vertical orientation to add interest. He fused the two
architectural strategies by incorporating modern materials
such as stained concrete floors and walls, expansive glass,
and white lacquered cabinetry with more traditional
substances like limestone countertops and walnut room
divider panels.

Two modern-styled stairways off the central pavilion
lead to double-story offset wings containing the private
rooms. One stairway leads to a three-car garage, an
apartment, children’s bedrooms, and a TV room. The
other stairway leads to the north wing housing an office,
the master suite, theater, and guest room. The sculptural
ceiling floats above the main rooms in the pavilion,
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lending modern interest in addition to
its job of maximizing landscape views.
The elevated pavilion rooms help
ensure views are always available.

Even though the concrete walls and
floors enhance the modern feel, they
serve a structural purpose, too. With
such an open concept plan, they are the
sole supports of the house and are rigid
enough to provide stability in this high
carthquake zone prevalent to heavy
snow loads. No walls touch the floating
ceiling except for the ones containing
the fireplace and the kitchen stove,
neither of which are load bearing. The
partial walls, such as those in the hallway
and the movable wall that separates
the kitchen from the other main areas,
provide a sense of privacy and storage yet

maintain the benefits of an open plan.
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Sourcing Green Materials and Methods

Although Dynia says any discussion of sustainability
is not as relevant in a house with such a large footprint,
he took care to make green decisions during the design
phase. Concrete floors, for example, hold heat and come
from locally sourced earth materials. Hydronic heating
is fuel efficient, and glass windows are triple paned.

“The house is super insulated,” Dynia says. “We were
abiding by the strictest energy codes.”

The structure, as mentioned above, is oriented to
take advantage of everything the natural elements have
to offer.

Above all, the house is an example of design
practicality within parameters. Dynia shows how it’s
possible to meld the wants of a homeowner - modern
design and great views - with the required mandates
of an external review board and land limitations and
considerations. The result is a fusion of traditional and
modern design that lives practically and beautifully. <
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